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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Cambodia
July 11, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Political animosity between Cambodia’s

Co-Prime Ministers, Prince Ranariddh and
Hun Sen, erupted into armed clashes on July
5. Hun Sen, in what he claimed was a pre-
emptive move, acted to disarm forces loyal
to Ranariddh in Phnom Penh. Although Hun
Sen has outwardly maintained the coalition
government, he intends to replace Ranariddh
as Co-Prime Minister. After fighting between
the rival forces over a wide area of Phnom
Penh on the weekend, an uneasy calm has
been restored in the capital. No Americans
were killed or wounded. Danger remains in
Cambodia from increased criminal activity
and military mop-up operations (including
extralegal arrests) since July 5, and living con-
ditions have deteriorated due to extensive
damage sustained during the fighting. The
principal area of concern is now the north-
west part of the country where elements of
the armed forces led by commanders still
loyal to Ranariddh are resisting forces loyal
to Hun Sen. The potential exists for armed
clashes between contending units. U.S. citi-
zens are not the targets of any of the con-
tending forces, but substantial danger exists
to the civilian population and any foreign
residents or visitors in those regions, prin-
cipally the northwest, where clashes are likely
to occur.

On July 9, 1997, the State Department or-
dered a drawdown of official American per-
sonnel to a minimal staff of 20 persons, and
recommended that private American citizens
in Cambodia should leave. The departures
are being accomplished, safely so far,
through commercial air. If the security situa-
tion deteriorates, however, that option might
quickly become unavailable.

On July 10, 1997, a Joint Task Force of
approximately 550 U.S. military personnel
from the U.S. Pacific Command and the
United States began deploying to establish
an intermediate staging base at Utapao Air
Base, Thailand. These forces will stage for
possible emergency noncombatant evacu-
ation operations in Cambodia, establish com-
munications, and conduct contingency plan-

ning. These actions will enhance the ability
of the United States to ensure the security
of between 1,200 to 1,400 American citizens
in Cambodia if an evacuation should become
necessary.

The Joint Task Force includes a forward
headquarters element, fixed-wing and rotary
aircraft, airport control and support equip-
ment, and medical and security personnel
and equipment.

The U.S. forces primarily come from ele-
ments of the U.S. Pacific Command; other
elements are U.S. based units. All the armed
services are represented. Although U.S.
forces are equipped for combat, this move-
ment is being undertaken solely for the pur-
pose of preparing to protect American citi-
zens and property in the event that such be-
comes necessary. U.S. forces will redeploy
as soon as an evacuation is determined to
be unnecessary or, if necessary, is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to prepare to protect American
citizens in Cambodia.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 11, 1997.

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 12.

The President’s Radio Address
July 12, 1997

Good morning. I’m speaking to you from
Copenhagen, Denmark, on the last day of
what has been an historic week in Europe.
For nearly 50 years, the NATO alliance has
kept America and Western Europe secure in
its peace. This week, we made NATO strong-
er to help keep America and all of Europe
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secure and at peace for the next 50 years,
by preparing NATO to take on new security
challenges, reaching out to new partners like
Russia and Ukraine, and inviting in new
members, starting with Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic.

Enlarging NATO will not be cost-free, but
it will cost far less in lives and money to
broaden our alliance than to fight another
war in Europe. These new members will add
to NATO’s strength. Membership will help
them lock in democracy and free markets.
Their example will encourage other new de-
mocracies in Central Europe to stay on the
path of reform and settle the kinds of dis-
putes that have sparked two world wars. And
enlarging NATO will help to erase the artifi-
cial line drawn by Stalin that has divided Eu-
rope for nearly 50 years.

Next year, I will ask the Senate to ratify
changes to the NATO treaty so that we can
welcome in the first new members by 1999.
This is a serious step. It requires a full discus-
sion I intend to lead with the American peo-
ple. I firmly believe enlarging NATO is in
America’s interest. The countries we want to
add to NATO are ready to help us defend
freedom because they know the price of los-
ing freedom.

My trip to Europe has been about building
American security for the 21st century. In
the weeks to come, we have an opportunity
at home to better prepare our families for
that 21st century, to build greater security
from the inside out. Our expanding economy
and declining deficit provide us the chance
both to balance the budget and to give the
middle class a responsible tax cut targeted
to education, children, and families. Today
I want to discuss the right way and the wrong
way to cut taxes.

When I became President, our economy
was stagnant, with high unemployment, low
job growth, and an out-of-control deficit. In
1993, we put in place a new economic strat-
egy—what I call invest-and-grow econom-
ics—a strategy to prepare our people for the
21st century. It had three principal elements.
First, we reduced the deficit, which led to
lower interest rates and greater investment.
Second, we invested in education, training,
and technology and made special efforts for
high unemployment areas so that all our peo-

ple can reap the rewards of growth. And
third, we’ve worked hard to make the global
economy work for us, tearing down foreign
barriers and opening new markets to Amer-
ican products.

Four years later, our economic strategy is
working. The deficit has fallen by over 77
percent. More than 12 million jobs have been
created. And millions of Americans who once
were dependent on welfare now have the
dignity and security of the paycheck. Exports
have surged to a record level. Unemploy-
ment is the lowest in 24 years, inflation the
lowest in 30 years. We’ve had the biggest
drop in inequality among working families in
27 years.

Our prosperity is real. It’s based on invest-
ment, not debt. More Americans than ever
are living the American dream of a good job,
a home of their own, a better life for their
children. This progress was not predestined,
it was earned with the right strategy and the
right choices, including tough budget cuts.
And while we can be pleased with our
progress, we can do better, and we must, be-
cause our work is not finished.

First, we must finish the job of balancing
the budget. I’m pleased that our balanced
budget agreement, which is in balance with
our values as it invests in education, science
and technology, research, and health care for
our children, is moving through Congress
with strong majorities in both parties. The
balanced budget plan also sets aside funds
for a tax cut. If done properly, the tax cut
will increase economic growth, help working
families to improve their lives and educate
their children, and enable us to keep the
budget in balance, unlike the tax cuts of the
early 1980’s, which increased our deficit by
4 times and crippled our economy.

That kind of good tax cut is the one our
balanced budget agreement promised the
American people in quite specific terms. Un-
fortunately, the tax plan recommended by
the Congress offers too little relief to the
middle class and fails to live up to the budget
agreement.

Before I left for Europe, I put forward my
own tax cut plan, which I believe is the right
one for America. It focuses on higher edu-
cation—the key to opportunity in the new
economy—with $35 billion in tax cuts, as
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called for in the budget agreement, with the
biggest increase in college aid since the GI
bill 50 years ago. The congressional plan
would deny 7 million students tuition tax
credits. And Congress’ plan gives families lit-
tle help to pay for the last 2 years of college
or graduate school or training throughout a
career. My tax cut will keep the budget bal-
anced. But tucked away in the congressional
plan are time-bomb tax cuts that risk explod-
ing the deficit in years to come.

My tax cut plan will give families a $500
per child tax credit. The congressional plan
denies the child credit to up to 4.8 million
families who make less than $30,000 a year.
But these families work hard, pay their taxes,
and play by the rules. They’re teachers, fire-
fighters, nurses, maybe your neighbors. They
deserve a tax cut, too.

I was pleased that the Senate Democratic
caucus this week wrote me in support of my
tax cut plan. We will stand together to make
sure a tax cut reflects the priorities I have
set out and the ones agreed to by the leaders
of both parties in the balanced budget agree-
ment.

I’m determined that our tax cut, like the
rest of the balanced budget, honors our val-
ues and values our families. The tax cut must
be fair, giving middle class families the help
they need to raise their children, send them
to college, buy and sell a home. It must not
contain provisions which will lead to big
budget deficits in years to come.

This is the kind of tax cut I’m coming
home to work with Congress to pass. The
hard work and hard choices of the American
people have given us a chance to enter the
new century strong and vibrant and optimis-
tic. If we stand firm for the right principles,
if we stick to a strategy that has secured our
prosperity—invest and grow—we can pre-
pare our people for the bright new century
ahead.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11 a.m. on
July 12 in Copenhagen, Denmark, for broadcast
in the United States at 10:06 a.m. on July 12.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
Queen Margrethe II in Copenhagen,
Denmark

July 12, 1997

Your Majesty and members of the royal
family, Mr. Prime Minister, members of the
Danish Government, ladies and gentlemen.
Thank you, Your Majesty, for your kind
words and your gracious welcome. You have
reminded us that the friendliness of Den-
mark’s people is matched by the warmth of
its sovereign. On behalf of our delegation,
I thank you for your wonderful hospitality.
We feel very much at home.

The United States has had uninterrupted
ties with Denmark longer than with any other
country. And our nations have never been
closer than today. On almost every issue, we
stand together. And on some of the most im-
portant issues, we stand together almost
alone. [Laughter] But still, America always
knows it is on the right side if Denmark is
by our side. [Laughter]

Thanks in part to this extraordinary friend-
ship, we have together made history this
week. We invited Poland, the Czech Repub-
lic, and Hungary to join NATO. We opened
the door to all of Europe’s new democracies.
We made a great stride toward creating a
peaceful, undivided, and democratic Europe
for the first time since the emergence of na-
tion-states on this continent.

At this moment, however, I would speak
not only about how America and Denmark
have enlarged NATO but about how Den-
mark has enlarged and enriched America. In
a literal sense, of course, without Denmark,
America would have been much smaller be-
cause it was a Danish explorer, Vitus Bering,
who found Alaska for us. Although I suppose
we would have eventually stumbled on it on
our own. [Laughter] Peter Larsen, a black-
smith from this city, blazed a trail from Mis-
souri to California in 1839, leading the way
for countless settlers who followed. Half a
century later, Jacob Riis taught us how the
other half lives, enlarging the conscience of
a nation and leaving us with a responsibility
we have still not entirely fulfilled. President
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